[For Illustrations to this Chapter, see Plates VIII to XV.]

CHAPTER II
CONSERVATION

(a) CONDITIONS AND METHODS

IF in any respect Indian archaeology is ahead of other oriental coun-
tries, it is in the organization for the preservation of its monuments.
This position is due to the early recognition of the necessity of a
campaign against the destructive forces of nature. During the
early days of the Survey under General Sir Alexander Cunning-
ham, the function of preservation was left entirely to the Local
Governments. Thanks to the comprehensive scheme launched by
the late Lord Curzon the main lines of approach to the great
problem of the conservation of all the national monuments of
India were laid once for all in the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury. Except in the Netherlands Indies and French Indo-China,
the State has not anywhere in the East recognized this obligation
of passing on to the next generation the heritage of earlier times.
In Egypt, Iraq and elsewhere in the Near East the interest of the
private excavator in the subject of his researches rarely induces him
to make adequate arrangements for the preservation of the standing
monuments brought to light by his efforts. The wonderful pre-
servative qualities of the Egyptian atmosphere and the absence of
torrential monsoon rainfall in Western Asia account for the state
of preservation of ancient monuments in these parts, despite the
inattention of the authorities. In India the suspension of preserva-
tion work for even a short period would seriously damage the monu-
ments, and the gardens around the principal buildings would speedily
become a mass of jungle.
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